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RESOURCES 


Attorney General's Bureau of Consumer Protection. 


c 


Neighborhood Legal Services - Provides free legal assistance in civil 


matters to low-income individuals and families. 


Fair Housing Partnership - If you've experienced discrimination in housing, 
you can file a complaint with the Fair Housing Partnership. You can also 
review fair housing law on their website, which lists the protected classes 
under the law, including race, color, religion/creed, national origin/ethnicity/ 
ancestry, familial status (having children under 18) disability, gender, age 


and sexual orientation. 


Know Your Rights as a Renter in PA - From the Housing Equality Center of 
PA. Along with explaining your rights, this resource also provides templates 
for how to communicate with your landlord. There are sample letters you 
can use to request repairs, request lease termination for habitability, and 
address many other issues. 


Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts Handbook on Rules and Procedures 
for Landlord-Tenant Relations - This is a great, easy-to-read resource on 


how your relationship should work with your landlord. 


Pittsburgh Residents - Pittsburgh Department of Licenses and Inspections 
(PLI): Call 311 to file a complaint about needed repairs. PLI will send 


an inspector to assess code violations and issue deadlines to the landlord 


for timely repair. http://pittsburghpa.gov/pli/ 


This publication was created by members 
of the Housing Committee of 
the Pittsburgh chapter of the 
Democratic Socialists of America 


(DSA), with contrivutions from housing experts 
and organizations from around the (areater City of 
Pittsburgh. We are a aroup of people trying to arm 
ourselves with the knowledge to covutrol our housing in our 
communities. AS such, we would like to clarify that while 
this publication was researched and fact-checked to the 

best of the writers’ abilities, WE Are Not lawyers, 
This publication, or any publication that 
follows it, does not constitute or substitute 


for legal counsel. we do hope that this zine serves as an 


educational resource to all who need or read it. 





Tn every issue, we seek to take an intersectional approach to housing 
ISSUES ACYOSS Pittsburgn. Lf you would like to contribute thoughts, art or 
experiences, please contact Nousing.pandsaadquail.com, We are aware, and 
would like to clarify, that the first issue(s) of this zine were created and 
produced predominantly by middle-class white people. we seek to highlight 
the voices of marainalized populations, especially people of color and 
gender-nonconforming people. Housing injustice disproportionately affects 


these populations, and Pittsburgh is no exception. Tf You nave 
suggestions for future zine topics, questions, 
feedlack, or stories, please email us as well. 


In solidarity, 
PAH DSA Housing Committee 





RED FLAGS 
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Landlord No-No’s: 
A ane Cannot uo any of the tonlowing to a tenant: 
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The Problem of Housing in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh has been heralded as a “livable city,” But livalale 
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Pittsburan lacks upwards of 20,000 units 
oF ave dalle housing ror re “ew cite ens. 
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ATTRIBUTES OF A SLUMLORD 


A slumlord is a landlord who milks a property without 
concern for tenants, neighborhoods or their own long-term 
interests. That is, they aim to profit by collecting rent while 
spending as little as possible on repairs or taxes. Slumlords 
overcharge for property that is kept in poor repair and allowed 
to deteriorate. Under Pennsylvania law, it is a_ landlord’s 
responsibility to ensure that a property is safe and sanitary 
- tenants can’t be expected to be responsible for repairs to 
a property. 


MH Here's an example of a state statute to define slumlord 
property: 

“Slumlord property” means residential rental property 
that has deteriorated or is in a state of disrepair and that 
manifests one or more of the following conditions that are a 
danger to the health or safety of the public: 


1) Structurally unsound exterior surfaces, roof, walls, 
doors, floors, stairwells, porches or railings. 

2) Lack of potable water, adequate sanitation facilities, 
adequate water or waste pipe connections. 

3) Hazardous electrical systems or gas connections. 

4) Lack of safe, rapid egress. 

5) Accumulation of human or animal waste, medical 
or biological waste, gaseous or combustible materials, 
dangerous or corrosive liquids, flammable or explosive 
materials or drug paraphernalia. 


What could you have done? 


Tenants Rights: 


The authority to designate a slum property rests with the city’s building inspector. 
The city’s law says that a slum property constitutes a public nuisance, and shall 
be abated by repair, rehabilitation, demolition, or removal. 


Warranty of Habitability: In 1979, the PA Supreme Court decided that landlords 
who rent property for people to live in must make sure such property is “safe, 
Sanitary and fit for human habitation.” If your landiord does not make the repairs 
necessary to insure your home is safe, sanitary and fit for habitation within a 
reasonable time, the Supreme Court says you can do one of three things: 


1) Cancel your lease and move. You will have no obligation to pay any more 
rent to the landlord, and any clause in your lease that says you must pay a 
penalty for canceling the lease before the end of the lease term cannot be enforced 
against you. 

2) Make the repairs yourself or hire someone to make the repairs, and deduct 
the cost of the repairs from your future rent payments. It is important that if you 
choose this remedy you keep the invoice or receipt you get from the repair person. 
Make sure the repair person writes on the invoice or receipt the exact nature of 
the problem they repaired and what they had to do to fix it. 

3) Withhold all or part of your rent. You should only withhold all of your rent if 
the problem affects your entire home. Lack of heat would be an example. If the 
problem only affects part of your home, deduct the percentage of the rent which 
represents the amount of the home that you can’t use because of the problem. 
You can make such a calculation by estimating the total square feet of space in 
your home and dividing that amount by the square feet of the room(s) affected 
by the defect. 


lf you use a remedy you have under the Warranty of Habitability, your landlord 
may try to evict you by filing a Landlord/Tenant Complaint with the Magisterial 
District Judge. If this happens, you will have to go to the hearing and prove that 
a serious problem exists in your home, that you gave the landlord reasonable 
notice to fix the problem, and that the remedy you chose under the Warranty of 
Habitability was appropriate under the circumstances. 


(SOURCE: PaLawHelp.org ) 


i D Put out trash very infrequently, creating an unsanitary 


environment (could lead to mice, rats, insects, etc. ) 


way - unsafe! 


Sent maintenance worker who damaged the apartment 


lock, then refused to fix It 


Failed to address problems with mice, and did 
an inadequate job dealing with cockroaches, despite 
repeated tenant requests - not a sanitary environment! 
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¢ Si, last landlord is mostly the reason L was 
So excited to leave and move into my Mouse. which 
is sad, because that was a gorgeous apartment. 


The lease said ‘landlord will remove trash’. Trash 
was put out maybe every @ weeks, so it built up 
and smelled awful. 


They let their son move into 
the apartment upstairs, 
with SIX additional people 
(ina 2-bedroom apartment). 


Their son let whoever he 
wanted stay over all the 
time - so unknown people 
were coming and going 
every day at every Nour. 


Ana the son always left 
the building door unlocked, 


No security deposit back yet, and it’s been 
over a Mouth. 
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